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BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

The  General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  are  : — 

Population:  14,940  (Registrar  General). 

Area  (in  acres) — Bredbury 2786 

Romiley 1183 

Compstall 800 

4769 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1937)  £88,321. 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  (commencing  April  1st, 
1937)  £338. 

New  houses  completed  in  1937- — Bredbury 204 

Romiley  46 

Compstall 0 

250 

Density  of  population:  3.13  per  acre. 

Number  of  houses  closed:  5. 

Inhabited  houses — Bredbury 3334 

Romiley 1470 

Compstall 253 

5057 

Uninhabited  houses — Bredbury 42 

Romiley 18 

Compstall  2 

62 
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The  Public  Health  officers  of  the  Authority  are: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time):  Frederick  Cant, 
M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) : B.  Hulme,  M.S.I.A. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time):  W.  R.  Musk, 
C.R.S.L 

Junior  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time):  James 
Bailey. 


BIRTHS. 


Births  registered  within  the  district: — 


Bredbury 

. ...  64  males. 

57  females. 

total  121 

Romiley  ...  . 

12  „ 

12  „ 

„ 24 

Compstall  . . 

. ...  2 „ 

1 „ 

„ 3 

78 

70 

148 

Births  registered  outside  the  district: — 

Bredbury,  Romiley  and 

Compstall  ...  54  males,  53  females,  total  107 
Total  number  of  live  births  belonging  to  the  district  255 


Of  these  1 male  and  3 females  were  illegitimate,  and  there  were 
8 stillbirths,  2 males  and  6 females,  in  Bredbury  and  Romiley 
according  to  the  Registrar  General;  these  were  all  legitimate. 

The  Birth  rate  equals  17.06  per  1,000  population. 

The  Stillbirth  rate  equals  .53  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS. 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  of  persons  belonging  thereto: — 


Bredbury  45  males,  35  females,  total  80 

Romiley 8 ,,  18  ,,  „ 26 

Compstall  1 ,,  2 „ „ 3 

109 


Registered  elsewhere: — 

Bredbury  21  males,  17  females,  total  38 

Romiley  6 ,,  11  ,,  „ 17 

Compstall  — ,,  — ,,  ,,  — 


55 

Total  number  for  the  whole  district: — — 

Males  81,  females  83  total  164 

The  death  rate  equals  10.98  per  1,000  population. 

In  addition  there  were  7 deaths  registered  in  the  district  of 
persons  belonging  elsewhere,  and  these  have  been  allocated  to  their 
respective  districts. 


4 


The  age  period  at 

which 

the 

deaths 

occurred 

were:- 
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Bredbury 

14 

5 

4 

4 

13 

16 

21 

41 

Romiley 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

7 

16 

Compstall 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

16 

6 

5 

7 

18 

26 

28 

58 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATH. 

In  Bredbury,  Romiley  and  Compstall 

; — 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

84 

. 80 

Cancer  ... 

11 

12 

Tuberculosis  (lungs)  .. 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  (other)  .. 

2 

— 

Influenza  . 

O 

O 

o 

. O 

Diphtheria 

VvTiooping  Cough 

Appendicitis 

Diarrhoea  (under  2)  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

Other  respiratory  forms  

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Suicide 

Other  Violence 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

Senility 

Cong.  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  

Liver  Diseases  

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Diabetes  

84  80 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


As  shown  in  the  “ age  period  ” table  sixteen  infants  died  under 


one  year  of  age,  the  certified  causes  being: — 

Premature  Birth  and  Neo-Natal  Causes  9 

Maramus  Gastro  Enteritis  1 

Acute  Lung  Diseases 3 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Cerebro-Sprinal  Meningitis  1 

Ear  Disease  1 


16 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  equals  62.7  per  1,000  registered  live 
births. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE 

YEAR,  1937. 

Cases 

Total  Cases  Admitted  Total 

Disease.  Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Smallpox — — — 

Scarlet  Fever  27  16  — 

Diptheria 30  28  3 

Enteric  Fever  (Including 

Paratyphoid)  — — — 


Puerperal  Fever — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 1 

Pneumonia 7 

Erysipelas  5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  1 
Measles 17 


1 

2 

2 

1 


2 


50 


5 
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TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1987. 
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Erysipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
Measles  


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1937  and  some  Preceding  Years  for  comparison 

BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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The  Registrar  General  informs  me  that  the  C.F.  equals  1.02. 


THE  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  that  of  a manu- 
facturing' and  well-to-do  industrial  class.  The  chief  work-places 
include  a large  Steelworks,  Hatworks,  Wallpaper  works,  Textile 
Paper-tube  works,  Fur  Blowing,  Glove  works,  Brick  Yard,  Builder’s 
Yard  and  Cotton  Mills.  The  large  Cotton  Mill  at  Compstall  is  again 
working  partially,  about  320  being  employed.  There  is  also  one  of 
the  largest  Laundries  in  the  country.  Many  of  the  residents  are 
engaged  in  occupations  in  Manchester,  Stockport,  Hyde,  etc.,  to  which 
places  there  is  an  excellent  service  of  trains  from  Bredbury,  Romiley 
and  Woodley  stations.  There  is  also  a through  tram  service  from 
Stockport  to  Hyde  passing  through  Bredbury,  and  a much  extended 
and  expeditious  service  of  ’buses  to  all  neighbouring  places. 

'There  have  not  been  any  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness 
or  invalidity  during  the  past  year,  nor  are  there  any  conditions  or 
occupations  likely  to  have  had  any  prejudicial  effect  on  the  public 
health. 

The  weather  was  favourable  throughout  the  year  and  the 
Summer  months  not  too  hot,  so  that  we  again  escaped  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea,  etc.  The  greatly  improved  and  cleaner  condition  of  the 
roads  and  the  reduced  num^ber  of  flies,  due  in  great  respect  to  the 
change  over  from  horses  to  motors,  and  the  use  of  enclosed  wagons 
to  convey  cattle  between  the  stations  and  farms  are  very  noticeable. 

Unemployment  has  diminished  considerably,  work  of  most  kinds 
has  improved  and  the  many  schemes  taken  in  hand  by  the  District 
Council  have  found  occupation  for  large  numbers  of  workmen.  I hear 
of  very  little  complaint  of  women  and  girls  being  unable  to  find 
employment,  either  in  the  district  or  the  near-by  towns  to  which  the 
public  conveyances  are  made  so  accommodating. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOSPITAL  AND  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS, 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  the  Stockport  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  Royal  Eye  Hospital,  and  St. 
Mary’s  Hospitals;  the  Skin  Diseases  Hospital  (Manchester),  and  a 
large  Maternity  Home  at  Gee  Cross,  Hyde. 

There  are  also  V.D.  Clinics  in  Stockport,  Ashton  and  Manchester. 

'The  Convalescent  Home  and  Hospital  at  Hazel  Grove,  formerly 
under  the  Stockport  Guardians  and  the  Hospital  of  the  Public  Assis- 
tance Committee,  formerly  the  Union,  at  Shaw  Heath,  are  available 
for  necessitous  cases;  in  the  Hazel  Grove  home,  private 
patients  are  also  received.  Diffcult  cases  occurring  during  pregnancy 
and  parturition  are  received  at  Stepping  Hill  maternity  department. 
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The  hospital  for  Isolation  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  conveniently 
situated  on  this  side  of  Hyde,  and  a number  of  beds  are  reserved  for 
this  district  on  payment  of  a standing  charge,  with  further  accommo- 
dation for  a greater  number  as  and  when  required. 

HOSPITAL  AID  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  the  Hospital  Aid  Committee,  referred  to  in  my 
previous  report,  was  disbanded  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
Hospitals  adopted  a special  scheme  for  workmen.  Since  that  time  a 
new  Committee  has  been  formed  called  the  Romiley  Hospital  Aid 
Committee  and  they  are  continuing  the  work  on  the  same  lines  as  the 
original  Committee  for  the  district  of  Romiley  only.  Collections  have 
been  made  at  most  of  the  places  of  worship  and  the  proceeds  have 
been  sent  to  the  different  nursing  associations. 

SCHOOLS. 

With  the  addition  of  the  Council  School  at  Compstall  there  are 
now  seven  in  the  combined  district,  viz.:  Four  Council  and  one 
Church  School,  one  Private  Elementary  R.C.  School  at  Harrytown, 
Bredbury,  which  takes  children  up  to  the  finishing  standards,  also 
there  is  an  Elementary  School  in  Upper  Woodley. 

As  can  be  seen  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  on  page  23 
he  has  paid  73  visits  to  the  Council  Schools  and  has  noted  that  the 
sanitary  conveniences  provided  by  the  managers  are  all  in  good 
working  order,  details  of  which  are  noted  on  page  23  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report.  Cleanliness  and  fresh-air  disinfection  have  been 
well  attended  to  and  during  any  outbreak  of  disease  the  school-rooms 
have  been  well  fumigated  and  sprayed  with  “ Formalide  ” with  good 
results. 

The  headmasters  report  to  the  M.O.H.  immediately  any  sign  of 
infectious  disease  is  noticed  by  the  teachers  and  enquiries  are  made 
at  the  child’s  home  and  if  not  under  attendance  they  are  referred 
to  their  private  doctor,  who  reports  to  the  M.O.H.  if  infectious  disease 
exists  and  if  so  steps  are  taken  for  the  child’s  isolation  and  the 
other  children  at  home  are  kept  from  school  until  the  period  of 
infection  is  over,  and  the  rooms  have  been  thoroughly  fumigated  and 
cleaned. 

For  detailed  list  of  accommodation  at  the  Council  Schools  and 
numbers  on  books  see  INSPECTOR’S  TABLE  page  23. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Nineteen  thirty-seven  has  been  remarkably  free  from  epidemic 
or  widespread  infectious  diseases.  Fifteen  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  three  Spring  months  and  five  in  December,  the  rest 
were  only  one  a month.  Scarlet  Fever  also  was  met  with  in  only  a 
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very  few  cases  in  each  month  of  the  year.  Measles — none  in  11 
months  and  15  in  December. 

Immediately  on  notification  reaching  me  it  is  passed  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  get  particulars,  and  printed  instructions  are 
given  to  the  parent  and  disinfectants  supplied  with  instructions  on 
their  use.  At  the  same  time  he  investigates  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  home,  etc.,  and  takes  steps  to  correct  any  defects  found. 
If  the  patient  has  to  be  removed  to  hospital  for  isolation  and  treats 
ment  he  does  not  leave  until  the  ambulance  has  been  and  then  does 
what  is  necessary  as  regards  disinfection  of  the  room  vacated  by  the 
invalid. 

Notification  has  been  well  attended  to  and  ample  supplies  of  swab 
and  serum  outfits  have  been  supplied  free  to  all  practitioners. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  scheme  for  dealing  with  this  disease,  mentioned  in  previous 
reports,,  has  been  in  force  in  1937.  Dr.  Mackay,  the  County  M.O.H., 
and  Dr.  Henzell,  the  tuberculosis  specialist,  have  given  me  the 
greatest  help,  so  that  every  case  has  been  promptly  and  efficiently 
dealt  with. 

No  action  was  taken  in  1937,  under  the  Public  Health  Regulations, 
1925  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis),  nor  under  the  Section  62  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

As  shown  in  the  following  table,  17  new  respiratory  and  9 new 
non-respiratory  cases  were  notified  during  1937,  and  there  were  five 
deaths  in  the  former  and  two  in  the  latter  class. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  OF  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1937. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Non- 

Non-  Respi- 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Respiratory.  ratory. 

m.  f.  m.  f.  m,  f.  m.  f. 


0 to  1 year  

1 ,,  5 years  

)»  15  ,,  

15  „ 25  „ 

25  .,  35  „ 

35  ,,  45  „ 

45  „ 55  „ 

55  „ 65  „ 

65  yrs.  and  upwards 


1 1 

1 1 

1 — 


1 


1 


9 8 ...  5 4 3 2 ...  1 1 


Notifications  have  been  well  attended  to  and  no  deaths  from 
unnotified  cases  have  been  registered. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  are  made  of  morbid 
products  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  York  Place,  Man- 
chester, and  at  Chester  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
his  assistants.  The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  this  work  for 
1937:— 

Tuberculosis,  at  Chester,  Total  No.  67,  Positive  10,  Negative  57 

York  Place,  Diptheria,  Total  No.  76,  Positive  21,  Negative  55 

FIRE  AND  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

There  is  an  agreement  between  the  Council  of  this  district  and 
the  Hyde  Corporation  authorities  to  provide  us  with  a Motor  Ambu- 
lance in  cases  of  accident,  etc.,  and  also  to  send  Fire  Engines  if 
required  for  outbreaks  of  fire.  Both  these  facilities  have  been  made 
use  of  several  times  during  the  year,  but  fortunately  no  serious  out- 
break has  occurred.  A telephone  exchange  has  been  built  called 
“WOOdley,”  and  the  following  numbers  are  newly  registered,  and  may 
be  made  use  of  by  anyone  in  this  district,  i.e.,  including  Woodley, 
Bredbury  and  Romiley: — 

Fire  station,  TOL,  360. 

Ambulance,  TOL,  360. 

Police  Station,  WOO.  2025. 

District  Council  Office,  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  WOO,  2213. 

Sanitary  Inspector  after  office  hours,  WOO,  2348. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  are  eight  certified  midwives  resident  in  the  district  and 
I am  not  aware  of  any  midwifery  being  attended  by  unqualified 
persons.  There  are  three  Sick  Nursing  Associations,  the  patients 
arc  attended  by  the  nurses  mentioned  above.  The  Bredbury  area 
has  been  divided  between  two  and  Romiley  and  Compstall  have  one 
each.  One  midwdfe  has  rooms  in  her  house  for  midwifery  cases  and 
is  supervised  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  Resident 
cases  are  also  received  at  several  nursing  homes  in  Stockport  and 
Hyde,  viz.:  Stepping  Hill,  Mile  End,  Kent  Dale,  Lisburn  Lane,  in  the 
former  and  the  Aspland  Home,  Gee  Cross,  Hyde. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

These  continue  their  useful  work  and  have  now  been  working  12 
years.  The  ai’rangements  have  been  made  by  Dr.  Jean  Shaw  from 
Chester.  The  attendances  of  mothers  and  children  have  increased 
and  now'  “ toddlei's  ” up  to  five  years  are  provided  for.  The  children 
are  medically  examined  by  the  doctors  in  each  district  taking  turns 
of  a year,  and  a nurse  visits  the  children’s  homes  and  gives  her 
advice  and  encourages  the  mothers  to  attend  regularly.  Other 
instruction  is  given  between  the  doctor’s  days  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Committees,  in  the  cutting-out  and  making  children’s  clothes. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


We  have  continued  all  our  efforts  to  ensure  a “clean  milk” 
supply  throug-hout  the  district.  The  shippons  are  regularly  inspected 
and  all  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  made  to  ensure  proper 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  light,  warmth  and  wholesome  drinking  water 
for  the  cattle  are  insisted  upon. 

The  procedure  of  taking  samples  has  been  altered  and  this  is 
now  done  by  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeons.  We  have,  however, 
retained  the  power  under  the  1915  Order  to  take  samples  too,  in 
case  of  notified  T.B.  or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  farmers  are  working  well  with  us  and  we  have  met  with 
no  opposition  in  carrying  out  our  investigations.  More  care  is  being 
taken  in  the  purchase  of  fresh  milking  stock  and  the  fact  of  their 
being  young  and  healthy  outweighs  the  extra  yield  per  day  of  the 
older  cows,  which  have  had  many  calves. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
County  Inspector  with  regard  to  the  collection  of  food  samples  for 
analysis : — 

1935.  1936.  1937. 

Total  number  of  samples  29  34  24 

Milk  Samples  12  21  10 

Number  adulterated  — — 1 

Out  of  the  24  samples  collected  during  1937  only  one  was  certi- 
fied as  not  being  up  to  standard.  This  was  a milk  sample  which  was 
8%  deficient  in  fat.  The  seller  in  this  case  was  cautioned. 

These  results  show  a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  particu- 
lai'ly  with  regard  to  the  milk  supply,  only  one  out  of  43  tested  being 
below  standard  during  the  past  three  years. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

A fairly  large  amount  of  slaughtering  is  done  in  this  district 
and  we  have  nine  privately  owned  slaughter-houses,  eight  in  Bredbury 
and  Romiley  and  one  in  Compstall.  Frequent  inspections  have  been 
made  and  the  Bye-laws  relating  to  them  are  properly  enforced.  A 
new'  feature  is  the  licensing  of  the  slaughter  men,  of  which  there 
are  twenty-nine.  The  modern  system  of  humane  slaughtering  of 
animals  intended  for  human  food  is  in  force  throughout  the  district 
and  is,  I believe,  generally  practised.  Cleanliness,  almost  open-air 
ventilation  and  light  are  provided  for  and  an  abundant  supply  of 
w'ater  for  sw'illing  floors  and  walls  laid  on. 
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Here  again  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  willingness  on 
behalf  of  the  operators  and  owners  to  conform  to  the  new  order  of 
things.  The  butchers’  shops  are  now  all  glazed  with  plate  glass  and 
meat  in  transit  is  all  covered  from  dust-laden  winds,  etc.  See  also 
remarks  by  Sanitary  Inspector,  page  27. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  this  has  been  well  carried  out,  and  the 
newly-adopted  method  of  controlled  tipping  continues  to  remove 
several  nuisances  arising  from  the  former  methods. 

Rats  are  seldom  seen  owing  to  the  feeding  and  breeding  grounds 
in  the  shape  of  old-fashioned  tips  being  done  away  with,  and  syste- 
matic controlled  tipping  introduced  in  which  the  paper-boxes  and  tins 
with  particles  of  foods  adherent  are  now  buried  as  deep  as  possible, 
and  covered  with  dry  ashes.  On  page  21  a comprehensive  list  is  given 
in  the  Inspector’s  report,  to  which  I beg  to  draw  your  attention. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Constant  vigilance  has  been  maintained  to  avoid  nuisance  arising 
from  smoke  from  works’  chimmeys,  and  though  five  notices  have  had 
to  be  sent,  all  the  necessary  alterations  have  been  made  without;  legal 
proceedings  being  taken.  See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  page  21. 

TENTS,  VANS,  AND  SHEDS. 

These  are  not  encouraged  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  when 
discovered  they  are  inspected  and  made  to  provide  sanitary  require- 
ments, and  the  farmers  on  whose  land  they  are  pitched  are  warned 
of  the  risk  they  run,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  small 
rental  they  reap  is  not  sufficient  for  the  risk  and  expense  they  would 
be  put  to. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  throughout  the 
year  to  provide  an  abundant  supply  of  clean  and  wholesome  drinking 
water  and  much  detailed  information  is  given  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  his  report  following  this.  See  page  15  of  his  report. 

As  regards  the  supply  to  Compstall,  although  a great  deal  has 
been  done  to  put  the  gathering  ground  in  good  order,  the  analyst’s 
certificates  show  that  it  is  still  subject  to  pollution  and  I am  of  the 
opinion  that  nothing  short  of  a connection  with  the  main  will  ensure 
a reliable  supply  to  the  inhabitants.  This  is  quite  possible  as  the 
Romiley  main  extends  already  to  the  border  of  Compstall. 
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Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Investigated  by  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  and  supplied  by  him 
to  me  for  the  purposes  of  this  Report. 

WATER  (PIPED  SUPPLY). 

The  water  for  this  District  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  Stockport 
Corporation  who  obtain  it  from  two  sources,  viz. : the  Longdendale  and 
Kinder  Reservoirs.  The  suppliers  carry  out  the  necessary  examina- 
tions. From  the  Longdendale  source  owned  by  the  Manchester 
Corporation,  samples  are  collected  weekly  for  bacteriological,  and  at 
frequent  intervals  for  chemical  examination.  Samples  of  water  from 
all  sources  belonging  to  Stockport  Corporation  are  submitted  to 
monthly  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis.  In  addition  weekly 
samples  are  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  Copies  of  the 
analyses  have  been  received  and  the  results  were  entirely  satisfactory 
in  every  case.  The  quantity  of  water  has  also  been  plentiful. 

New  Source  of  Supply. 

The  construction  of  a service  reservoir  at  Greave,  Romiley,  by 
Stockport  Corporation  was  completed.  The  water  is  supplied  from 
the  Goyt  Valley  source  and  the  Council  have  authority  to  take  supplies 
from  the  new  service  reservoir,  particulars  of  which  are  as  follows: — 

The  covered  circular  reservoir  is  contracted  with  mass  concrete 
walls  11  feet  maximum  thickness,  reinforced  concrete  roof  4i  inches 
thick  and  mass  concrete  diametric  mid-wall  7 feet  3 inches  maximum 
thickness.  Its  diameter  is  146  feet  and  it  has  a capacity  of  2,500,000 
gallons.  The  depth  of  water  is  25  feet  and  the  top  water  level  is 
575  O.D. 

During  construction  10,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  were  excavated 
and  4,700  cubic  yards  of  concrete  used. 

Private  Supplies. 

Houses  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  district  (Compstall  in  particular) 
obtain  their  water  from  two  privately  owned  open  reservoirs,  and 
from  springs,  wells,  etc. 

The  following  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  were  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  analysis: — 

1.  From  House  Tap — Bacteriological — Satisfactory. 

2.  From  House  Tap — Chemical  — Satisfactory. 

3.  Land  Spring  — Bacteriological — High  Coli  Count. 
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4. 

Land  Spring 

—Chemical  — 

-Sastisfactory. 

5. 

Well 

—Bacteriological— 

-Coli  Count  Fairly  High. 

6. 

Well 

—Bacteriological— 

-Not  Satisfactory. 

7. 

Roadside  Trough- 

-Bacteriological— 

-Doubtful. 

8. 

Well 

—Bacteriological- 

-Satisfactory. 

Samples  Nos.  5,  6 and  8 were  collected  from  the  same  source,  but 
at  different  times.  The  results  of  the  first  two  examinations  were  not 
satisfactory  the  number  of  organisms  and  the  coli  count  being  fairly 
high.  The  result  of  the  third  sample  showed  a great  improvement 
and  the  water  considered  satisfactory.  Further  samples  will  be 
collected  from  the  sources  at  which  Nos.  3 and  7 were  obtained. 


Summary  of  the  New  Mains  and  Extensions  and  Replacements  of  the 
existing  Water  Mains  laid  during  the  year. 


145  yards  of  6 inch 
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182 
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George  Lane. 

Guywood  Lane  (replacement). 
Ashton  Street. 

Elm  Tree  Estate. 

Elm  Tree  Estate. 

The  Quadrant. 

Park  Road  (East). 

Barnfield  Avenue. 

Park  Road  (West). 

Stockport  Road  (replacement). 
Stockport  Road  (replacement). 
Ashdale  Avenue. 

Woodfield  Crescent. 

Compstall  Road. 

Hyde  Road. 

Lowside  Avenue. 

Fairfield  Avenue. 

Muirfield  Avenue. 

Woodfield  Avenue. 

Williamson  Avenue. 

Merton  Avenue. 

Broadway  (Part  of). 

Hawthorn  Grove. 

Edward  Avenue. 


The  above  gives  a summary  of: — 


949  yards  of  6 inch  water  main. 


1903  „ „ 4 
1295  „ „ 3 


M ff 


anfl  makes  a total  of  4,147  lineal  yards,  consisting  of  2,463  yards  new 
main  and  1684  yards  of  replacements. 
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Houses  with  Public  Water  Supply: — 


Bredbury  District 3,335 

Romiley  District 1,470 


Included  in  Bredbury  totals  are  41  houses  at  Brinnington  which 
are  supplied  with  water  direct  by  Stockport  Corporation. 

Houses  without  Public  Water  Supply: — 

Bredbury  District  (wells,  springs,  etc.)  41 
Romiley  Distiict  (wells,  springs,  etc)  18 
Comps  tall  District  (see  above)  255 

Number  of  houses  in  whole  district  5,119 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Work  on  the  new  sewerage  scheme  was  started  early  in  the  year, 
the  contract  being  let  to  Messrs.  C.  V.  Buchan  & Company  Limited, 
Brighton. 

At  December  31st,  1937,  the  following  lengths  of  new  sewers  had 
been  completed. 

Foul  Sewers — 

590  yards  of  24  inch. 

3539  „ „ 18  „ 

12  ,,  ,,  12  ,, 

679  „ ,,  9 ,, 

589  „ „ 7 ,, 

616  ,,  ,,  6 ,, 

Relief  Pipes  and  Surface  W’ater  Sewers — 

315  yards  of  42  inch. 

649  „ „ 21  „ 

59  ,,  „ 15  „ 

144  „ „ 12  „ 

228  „ „ 9 „ 

The  total  lengths  are  6,025  lineal  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  1,395 
lineal  yards  of  surface  water  and  relief  sewers. 

The  Scheme,  when  complete,  will  provide  sewers  for  existing 
properties  hitherto  unsewered,  and  undeveloped  land  will  have  sewers 
available  for  future  developments.  The  Highfield  Estate  of  Council 
Houses,  which  at  present  drain  into  a large  cesspool,  will  be  connected 
to  the  new  sewer. 

The  pumping  station  at  Woodley  has  been  enlarged  and  an 
improved  method  of  pumping  is  being  adopted  to  obviate  any  flood-< 
ing.  The  Romiley  Sewerage  Works  will  be  dispensed  with  and  the 
sewage  will  be  conveyed  along  a new  sewer  to  the  Bredbury  Works 
which  are  now  under  reconstruction,  the  whole  works  being 
modernised  and  enlarged  to  meet  with  the  increased  requirements. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Niiiiiber  and  Nature  of  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  made  with  Notices  served  during  the  year. 
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In  addition  new  sewers  and  extensions  to  existing  sewers  have 
been  laid  where  building  developments  warranted  it  as  follows: — 


Surface  or 


Situation. 

Foul  Sewers. 

Water  Sewers. 

Belvedere  Drive  

162  yds. 

9 

inch 

. . . 

132  yds. 

9 

inch 

Elm  Tree  Road  

260 

>> 

9 

99 

. . . 

428J 

99 

9 

) 9 

Windsor  Drive 

137 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

140 

99 

9 

99 

Sandringham  Road 

477 

}} 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

220 

99 

6 

9 9 

Sandringham  Road 

560 

> 

6 

99 

... 

440 

99 

9 

99 

Brookfield  Avenue  

102 

}f 

12 

9 9 

. . . 

100 

99 

9 

99 

Williamson  Avenue  

12 

M 

6 

99 

. . . 

60 

< 9 

6 

99 

Langdale  Road  

70 

9f 

6 

99 

... 

Langdale  Road  

117 

M 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

180 

9 9 

6 

99 

Eskdale  Avenue  

107 

>> 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

Eskdale  Avenue  

70 

M 

6 

9 9 

. . . 

107 

99 

6 

9 9 

The  Quadrant 

33 

> 9 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

33 

9 9 

9 

99 

The  Quadrant  

150 

9 9 

6 

9 9 

. . . 

70 

99 

6 

9 9 

Lowside  Avenue  

108 

9 

9 

99 

. . . 

125 

99 

9 

9 9 

Lowside  Avenue  

13 

99 

6 

99 

. . . 

30 

99 

6 

99 

Bamfield  Avenue  

131 

99 

9 

9 9 

• . . 

40 

99 

6 

99 

Heyworth  Avenue  and 

Carlton  Avenue 

137 

99 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

821 

9 9 

9 

9 9 

Mardsen  Road  (continuation) 

133 

9 9 

9 

99 

. . . 

133 

99 

9 

99 

Harrytown  Estate 

106 

99 

9 

9 

. . . 

Harrytown  Estate 

210 

99 

6 

9 9 

. . . 

252 

99 

6 

99 

Cherry  Tree  Estate  

50 

99 

9 

99 

. . . 

50 

9 9 

9 

9 9 

Cherry  Tree  Estate  

40 

99 

6 

99 

. . . 

56 

9 9 

6 

9 9 

Park  Road  (continuation)  ... 

60 

99 

9 

9 9 

. . . 

66 

99 

6 

99 

Park  Road  (continuation)  ... 

33 

99 

6 

99 

. • . 

60 

99 

9 

9 9 

Merton  Avenue 

60 

99 

6 

9 9 

Totals 

3278  yards 

3186  yards 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Mersey  & Irv^ell  Joint  Rivers  Committee  keep  under  their 
observation  the  River  Goyt,  which  passes  through  the  district. 

Ditches  and  watercourses  are  kept  under  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  observation  and  when  required,  action  is  taken.  Fourteen 
visits  were  made  but  no  pollution  was  found. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Progress  having  been  made  in  the  Sewage  Scheme,  sewers  have 
been  laid  in  hitherto  unsewered  areas,  and  houses  which  have  closets 
of  the  conservancy  type  will  now  be  converted  to  the  water-carriage 
system  and  the  drains  connected  to  the  Public  Sewer. 
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Several  conversions  were  carried  out  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  others  will  take  place  at  an  early  date  arrangements  for  the  work 
having  already  been  made. 

Sanitary  Conversions  and  Improvements — 

8 Privy  closets  abolished. 

S Flush  water  closets  provided. 

4 Pail  closets  abolished. 

4 Flush  w^ater  closets  provided. 

2 Waste  water  closets  abolished. 

2 Flush  water  closets  provided. 

3 Dry  ashpits  abolished. 

3 Privy  Middens  abolished. 

11  Sanitary  Ashbins  provided. 

3 Septic  tanks  abolished. 

The  drains  from  fifteen  houses  were  connected  to  the  new  sewer, 
and  three  septic  tanks  which  previously  received  the  drainage  from 
these  houses  w^ere  abolished. 


Conversion  Work  During  the  Years  1927 — 1937. 


1927 

-8 

-9 

-30 

-1 

-2 

-3 

-4 

-5 

-6 

-7 

Privy  Closets  abolished  ... 

32 

13 

22 

23 

56 

9 

4 

5 

1 

— 

8 

W.C’s.  substituted  

32 

13 

22 

23 

56 

9 

4 

6 

1 

— 

8 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

9 

10 

21 

4 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

4 

4 

W.C’s.  substituted  

9 

10 

21 

4 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Waste  Water  Closets 

abolished  

6 

27 

9 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

7 

8 

2 

W.C’s.  substituted  

6 

27 

9 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

7 

8 

2 

Privy  Middens  abolished  . 

21 

8 

14 

15 

17 

7 

2 

4 

1 

— 

3 

Ashbins  substituted  

26 

13 

22 

29 

40 

7 

4 

4 

1 

— 

O 

tj 

Dry  Ashpits  abolished  ... 

8 

15 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 

3 

116 

8 

3 

Ashbins  substituted  

10 

20 

6 

4 

16 

6 

6 

5 

276 

13 

3 

Number  of  Closets  of  each  type  remaining  at  end  of  the  year  1937 : 


Flush  Water  Closets 4992 

Waste  Water  Closets 271 

Pail  Closets 201 

PHvy  Closets  162 

Privy  Middens 120 

Dry  Ashpits 132 

Sanitary  Ashbins  4906 

Septic  Tanks 14 


There  are  also  eight  Elsan  chemical  closets  installed  in  sports 
pavilions,  etc.,  where  sewers  are  not  available. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  the  duties  of  Cleansing' 
Superintendent.  No  alteration  was  made  with  regard  to  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  house  refuse.  With  the  exception  of  privies  and 
ashpits  in  the  Compstall  area,  all  the  work  is  done  by  District  Labour. 
Two  modern  S.D.  Freighters  of  7 cubic  yard  capacity  are  used,  and 
the  staff  comprises  two  driver- loaders,  one  foreman  loader,  five 
loaders  and  two  tip  men.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  one  controlled 
tip,  which  has  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition,  no  com- 
plaints having  been  received,  either  with  respect  to  collection  or 
disposal. 

Period  of  Collection. 

Ashbins  cleansed  each  week. 

Pail  Closets  cleansed  each  week. 

Privies  and  Ashpits  cleansed  every  five  to  six  weeks. 

Septic  Tanks  cleansed  four  times  a year. 

Privy  Closets  and  Ashpits  in  the  village  of  Compstall  are  cleansed 
every  six  weeks.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  Contract  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Summary  of  Work  done  during  the  Year  1937,  in  Comparison  with 

1936. 


1936. 

1937. 

Tonnage  collected 

5823 

5962 

Number  of  Ashbins  cleansed  

184504 

....  228133 

Number  of  Ashpits  cleansed 

2014 

1770 

Number  of  Pails  cleansed 

4094 

9476 

Number  of  Septic  Tanks  cleansed 

35 

34 

SHOPS. 

One  notice  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  was  served  requiring  the 
provision  of  more  adequate  ventilation  in  compliance  with  Section  10. 
This  notice  had  the  desired  effect. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Factory  Smoke. 

Eighty-three  observations  varying  in  duration  from  30  to  60 
minutes  were  taken.  The  emission  of  black  smoke  allowed  is  3^ 
minutes  in  30  minutes.  When  an  obseivation  shows  that  black  smoke 
has  been  emitted  in  excess  of  that  allowed,  or  where  smoke  is  emitted 
in  large  volumes,  the  firms  responsible  are  notified  in  writing. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  four  informal  and  one  Statutory 
Notice  before  an  improvement  was  affected.  No  legal  proceedings 
have  been  instituted. 
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Domestic  Smoke. 

No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  smoke  emission  from  dwell- 
ing house  chimneys. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Offensive  trades  in  the  district  consist  of  a gelatine  works,  soap 
works,  and  sixteen  fish  fryers.  All  the  premises  are  frequently 
inspected  and  have  been  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  It  was  not  necessary  to  serve  any  notice  or  take  steps  to 
require  abatement  of  nisancc. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

Inspections  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  Occupiers 

Premises  Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecuted. 


Factories  66  1 

Workshops  10  — 

Workplaces 1 — 

77  1 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Particulars.  Number  of  Defects  : 

Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  — — 

Other  Nuisances  1 1 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

Insufficient — — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 1 1 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  — — 

Total  2 2 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 

OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES. 

Lists  of  outworkers  are  received  twice  a year  from  firms  who 
employ  them.  Twenty-four  visits  were  made  and  it  was  necessary  to 
prevent  work  being  carried  on  at  one  house  in  which  a case  of 
Diphtheria  occurred.  At  another  house  there  was  a lack  of  ventila- 
tion in  the  work-room  and  a notice  to  the  owner  brought  about  the 
desired  improvement.  The  other  premises  were  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 
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SWEVEVIING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 


There  are  no  public  or  privately  owTied  swimming  baths  or  pools 
in  the  district. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

1.  Two  houses  belonging  to  the  Council  and  30  houses  privately 
owned  were  found  to  be  infested.  Each  house  was  thoroughly 
disinfested. 

2.  The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bugs 
is  the  fumigation  of  the  house  and  all  its  belongings. 

3.  No  special  methods  are  employed  for  ensuring  that  the 
belongings  of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council 
Houses. 

4.  The  Local  Authority  carry  out  disinfestation  in  their  own 
houses  by  fumigation  with  “Cinex”  blocks.  Private  houses  are  disin- 
fested by  contractors  working  under  the  owners  instructions. 

5.  Apart  from  keeping  the  houses  which  have  been  disinfested 
under  observation,  no  special  measures  in  the  way  of  supervising  and 
educating  tenants  to  prevent  re-infestation,  are  in  existence. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  five  elementary  schools,  one  High  School  and  one  small 
private  school  in  the  district. 

Seventy-three  visits  were  made  and  the  general  sanitary  condition 
and  water  supply  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  although  one  informal 
notice  had  to  be  served  requiring  the  limewashing  of  W.C.’s  and 
tarring  of  urinal  at  one  elementary  school.  The  notice  was  complied 
with. 

The  Schools  were  thoroughly  sprayed  with  “ Formaldehyde  ” at 
each  vacation.  There  were  no  infectious  disease  epidemics  and  it  was 
therefore  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools. 

School  Accommodation. 

Name  of  School.  Accommodation.  No.  of  Books. 


Bredbury  Council  School  480  458 

Bredbury  St.  Mark’s  310  305 

W’oodley  Council  School  264  142 

Romiley  Council  School  500  442 

Compstall  Council  School 162  78 


The  Education  Committee  have  accepted  the  tender  for  the  build- 
ing of  a Senior  School  at  Harry  town,  which  will  provide  accommoda- 
tion for  320  senior  boys,  and  320  senior  girls  in  separate  departments. 
Ample  playing  fields  will  be  provided  and  the  gymnasium  will  be  fitted 
with  shower  baths. 

To  cope  with  developments  there  is  also  under  consideration  the 
purchase  of  sites  in  the  Low'er  Bredbury  and  Ashton  Road  areas. 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  250  new  dwelling  houses  were  erected.  These 
included  38  bungalows  built  by  the-  Local  Authority  for  occupation  by 
aged  persons. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  209 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  890 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  Sub- 

head (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  187 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  859 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 34 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 153 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Serviee  of 

Formal  Notice: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 103 

.3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  10  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners 9 


(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied None 

(2)  Number  of  d\^elling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners 9 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None 

(c)  Proceedings  Under  Sections  11  and  13,  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders None 


(d)  Proceedings  Under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit  None 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  IV) — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end 

of  year  8 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 8 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 60 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  None 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  21 

Tents,  Vans  Sheds. 

There  is  a number  of  vans,  sheds,  and  similar  structures  used  as 
dwellings.  Twenty-one  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  they 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No  notices  were  required  to  be  served. 
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Section  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

No  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  wholesomeness  of  milk 
either  produced  or  delivered  in  the  district.  See  page  13  in  Medical 
Officer’s  report. 

The  Register  contains  44  producer  retailers,  7 producer  whole- 
salers, 3 dairymen,  and  12  retailers  from  outside  district. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  seven  pro- 
ducers hold  licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  for  the  production 
of  Accredited  Milk.  Three  supplementary  licences  were  granted  to 
outside  retailers,  two  being  for  “ Pasteurised  ” and  one  for  “Accredited; 
T.T.’’  milk.  In  addition  a licence  was  issued  to  a dairyman  allowed 
him  to  deal  in  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

The  following  visits  were  made  to  farm  premises: — 

Cowsheds  264.  Dairies  108.  Piggeries  52. 

The  conditions  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  farm,  where  it  was  necessary  to  serve  an  informal  notice 
and  then  a statutory  notice  upon  the  farmer  to  execute  certain  repairs 
to  bring  the  cowshed  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order  1926.  Work  was  commenced  in  compliance  with  the 
notice  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  not  been  completed. 

Limewashing  was  carried  out  at  least  twice  during  the  year  at 
all  farms. 

Improvements  have  been  effected  during  the  year  at  the  following 
farmsteads: — 

G reave  Farm,  Romiley. 

Floor  re-constructed  in  concrete,  lighting,  ventilation  and  drain- 
ing repaired,  and  division  stalls  repaired. 

Pear  Tree  F'ann,  Bredbury. 

Floor  and  channel  re-constructed,  lighting,  ventilation  and 
drainage  improved. 

liatherlow  Farm,  Romiley. 

Two  cowsheds  entirely  re-constructed.  Modern  steel  tube  divisions 
have  been  installed,  lighting  and  ventilation  improved, 

Werneth  Hall  Farm,  Compstall. 

A new  dairy  provided. 
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Thorn  Farm,  Woodley. 

Two  cowshed  floors  re-constructed,  lighting-  and  ventilation 
improved. 

Highfield  Farm,  Bredbury. 

One  cowshed  floor  re-constructed. 

Milk  for  Tuberculosis  Examination. 

Veterinary  Inspectors  employed  by  the  County  Council  collect 
samples  for  this  examination.  One  sample  was  collected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  result  was  negative.  Three  cows  were  slaughtered 
at  the  instructions  of  the  County  Inspectors  and  upon  examination 
each  cow  was  found  to  be  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis.  The 
whole  carcases  were  condemned  and  removed  to  the  knackers’  yard. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  nine  privately  owned  slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 
Two  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  were  made  and  conditions  generally 
have  been  satisfactory.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  serve  an 
informal  notice  upon  the  owner  of  one  slaughter-house  to  re-construct 
the  floor  and  render  the  internal  walls  with  cement  to  a height  of 
five  feet.  The  notice  was  complied  with.  All  the  premises  were  lime- 
washed  at  least  four  times  during  the  year.  There  are  twenty-nine 
licensed  slaughtermen  employed  in  the  district. 

Game. 

Under  the  Game  Act,  1831,  two  fishmongers  were  given  licences  to 
deal  in  game.  These  premises  are  kept  under  observation. 

Bakehouses. 

Ninety-four  visits  were  made  to  the  19  small  retail  bakehouses. 
The  premises  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition,  the  walls 
and  ceilings  having  been  limewashed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 

Ice-cream  Vendors. 

A register  of  retailers  and  makers  of  ice-cream  is  kept  and 
premises  are  inspected  before  being  placed  in  the  register.  Visits 
were  made  and  the  conditions  found  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1928.  The  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929, 

The  P.H.  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-7 
The  P.H.  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations. 

Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations. 

The  County  Council  are  the  authority  who  carry  out  the  above 
Acts  and  Regulations  in  the  district. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAJMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Local  Authority  do  not  collect  samples  of  food  for  analysis 
as  the  County  Council  carry  out  this  work.  (See  Medical  Officer’s 
Report,  page  13. 

NUTRITION. 

Apart  from  advice  which  is  given  to  mothers  who  attend  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre  at  Bredbury,  Romiley  and  Compstall,  no  other  steps 
have  been  taken  to  increase  the  knowledge  of  the  public  and  no  special 
investigations  on  the  subject  of  nutrition  have  been  carried  out. 

SHELL  FISH  (Mulluscan). 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  immediately  carried  out  at  the  termi- 
nation of  an  infectious  disease  treated  at  home  or  after  a patient  has 
been  removed  to  hospital,  and  upon  request  after  the  occurrence  of 
death  from  other  causes.  During  the  year  108  rooms  at  74  houses 
were  so  fumigated. 

Disinfectant  is  supplied  free  of  charge  in  all  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  whilst  requests  to  destroy  bedding,  etc.,  are  promptly  attended 
to  and  the  material  is  burned  at  the  tip. 


Bedding,  etc.,  Destroyed: — 1936.  1937. 

Beds  at  owner’s  request 35  ...  24 

Pillows  at  owner’s  request  6 ...  4 

Mattresses  at  owner’s  request 12  ...  15 

Bundles  of  Clothing 4 ...  6 


MORTUARIES. 

The  Local  Authority  own  two  well-equipped  mortuaries.  One  is 
situated  at  Stockport  Road,  Romiley,  and  the  other  at  Manor  Road, 
Woodley. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Two  modern  public  conveniences  are  provided,  situated  at  Bred- 
bury Recreation  Ground  and  opposite  the  Railway  Station,  Romiley. 

RECREATION  GROUNDS  AND  OPEN  SPACES. 

A bowling  green  and  four  tennis  courts  are  provided  at  Bredbury, 
and  two  tennis  courts  at  Romiley,  in  addition  to  amusements  for  the 
children  at  both  grounds.  A fine  park  open  to  the  public  is  attached 
to  the  Highfield  Cemetery. 

During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  the  following  sites: — 

Mill  Lane,  Woodley 33  acres,  approximately. 

Ashton  Road,  Bredbury  ...  26  acres,  approximately. 

Permanent  allotments  are  provided  in  different  parts  of  the 
di.strict. 
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TOWN  PLANNING. 


The  Scheme  for  the  East  Cheshire  Regional  Planning  Committee 
(which  includes  this  area)  was  made  on  February  23rd,  1938,  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval.  Ample  provision 
has  been  made  for  open  spaces. 

ELECTRICITY  SUPPLIES. 

Since  1925  great  progress  has  been  made  with  the  result  that 
approximately  99%  of  the  houses  in  the  district  now  use  Electricity 
for  lighting  and  power. 

At  December  31st,  1937,  forty  miles  of  feeders  and  distributing 
cables  had  been  laid. 


PUBLIC  LIGHTING. 

The  improvement  in  Public  Street  Lighting  is  shown  by  the 
following  table: — 

1925.  1937. 


Number  of  gas  lamps 249  ...  30 

Number  of  oil  lamps 53  ...  — 

Number  of  electric  lamps — ...  810 


LIST  OF  ADOPTIV  E ACTS  AND  BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE 

IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.  Common  Lodging  Houses Confirmed  11th  Oct.,  1886. 

2.  Slaughter  Houses Confirmed  11th  May,  1916. 

3.  Nuisances Confirmed  11th  Oct.,  1886. 

4.  Offensive  Trades Confirmed  8th  Feb.,  1901. 

5.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  Confirmed  12th  March,  1902. 

6.  Recreation  Groimds Confirmed  5th  Jan.,  1922. 

7.  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  25th  Nov.,  1896. 

8.  Parts  Ditto.  Ditto.  1907  27th  Sept.,  1909. 

9.  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899  31st  Jan.,  1900. 

10.  Measles — Compulsory  Notification  of — Continued. 

11.  Encephalitic  Lethargica  ...  Compulsorily  notified  as  from 

Sept.  17th,  1925. 

12.  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  24th  May,  1926,  Parts  2 and  3 

(except  Sec.  44)  and  Parts  4 and  5.  Consent  of 
Ministry  of  Health,  9th  July,  1926.  to  adoption  of 
Sec.  21  (prevention  of  water  flowing  on  footpaths). 

Sec.  22  (prevention  of  soil,  etc.,  from  being  washed 
into  streets)  and  Sections  contained  in  Part  V 
(watercourses,  etc.)  with  effect  from  2nd  August, 
1926. 

13.  Houses  let  as  lodgings Confirmed  24th  Jan.,  1934 

14.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  Sec.  1,  was  adopted  by  the 

(Council  to  apply  to  sheep,  ewes,  wethers,  rams,  and 
lambs. 

Five  copies  of  Home  Office  Form  572  have  been  completed  and  one 
copy  sent  to  the  Home  Office  early,  as  directed. 

FREDERICK  CANT, 

M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lend.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Woodley,  May,  1938. 
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ROMILEY  RAINFALL,  1937. 

Particulars  supplied  by  Mr.  Frank  Edwards 
“ Trevor  ” Greave,  Romiley,  Member  of  the  British 
Rainfall  Organisation  now  under  control  of  the  Air 
Ministry. 

1.  The  principal  features  of  the  year’s  weather  were  the  wet 
first  half  of  the  period,  the  dry  Autumn,  the  absence  of  any 
very  hot  weather,  and  the  calm  second  half  of  the  year. 

2.  JANUARY  was  a windy  month  with  a low  average  barometer 
and  a mean  temperature  above  normal,  although  the  last  few 
days  were  cold  and  snowy. 

3.  FEBRUARY  was  also  a rather  rough  unsettled  month  with 
an  unusually  low  mean  barometer  reading.  A very  severe 
snowstorm  occurred  on  its  last  day  when  the  lowest  tempera- 
ture readings  both  in  the  screen  and  on  the  grass  were 
recorded  (16.0  deg.  F.  and  12.3  deg.  F.  respectively).  During 
the  storm  the  barometer  fell  to  28.71  which  was  the  lowest 
reading  of  the  year. 

4.  MARCH  was  cold  but  fairly  dry,  with  a preponderance  of 
East  winds,  although  the  wind  velocity  was  a little  lower 
than  usual.  The  last  snow  fell  on  the  26th. 

5.  APRIL  was  a very  wet  month  and  the  cloud  amount  was 
unusually  high.  Temperatures  were  well  above  normal  with 
South  to  West  winds  predominating.  The  last  screen  frost 
occurred  on  the  25th. 

6.  MAY  although  mainly  cloudy  with  more  rain  than  usual 
was  mild,  and  the  last  frost  on  the  grass  was  noted  on  the 
5th. 

7.  JUNE  was  cooler  than  usual  with  rainfall  above  the 
average,  and  once  again  oceanic  winds  were  in  evidence. 

8.  JULY  was  also  cooler  than  average  with  one  temperature 
of  80.4  deg.  F.  on  the  3rd.  Rainfall  was  heavy  with  falls  of 
over  an  inch  on  two  days,  that  on  the  15th  (1.33)  being 
especially  noteworthy,  although  much  less  than  that  experi- 
enced in  many  other  parts  of  the  country.  After  the  15th 
there  were  indications  of  an  improvement,  and  a period  of 
dull  dry  days  at  the  end  of  the  month  merged  into  a droughty 
sunny  August. 
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9. 


AUGUST  The  wind  was  unusually  light  this  month,  and 
temperatures  were  above  average,  although  never  excep- 
tional. The  most  violent  thunderstorm  of  the  year  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the  lightning  being  extraordinarily 
vivid. 

10.  SEPTEMBER  was  a dry  month  but  dull  with  a rather 
higher  temperature  than  usual.  The  first  ground  frost  was 
very  early  on  the  9th. 

11.  OCTOBER  was  similarly  a dry  pleasant  month,  though 
sunshine  was  rather  scanty.  It  was  unusually  quiet  and 
temperatures  were  above  normal. 

12.  NOVEMBER  was  also  dry  with  dominant  North  to  East 
winds,  and  consequently  a low  mean  temperature.  The  first 
screen  frost  occurred  on  the  9th. 

13.  DECEMBER  was  much  less  settled  with  precipitation  on  25 
days,  but  the  total  was  less  than  average.  A feature  was 
the  cold  period  from  the  4th  (when  the  first  snow  of  the 
season  fell)  to  the  21st.  Snow  was  lying  for  13  days  which 
is  decidedly  unusual  in  our  climate.  The  mean  temperature 
was  well  below  average  and  there  was  a complete  absence  of 
the  gales  from  South  or  South  West  which  are  usually 
recorded  in  Winter  in  this  area.  The  highest  barometer 
reading  for  the  year  30.72ins.  was  noted  on  the  27th. 


1937. 

1936. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

January  

3.25 

3.25 

February 

6.25 

2.69 

March 

2.11 

1.76 

April 

3.34 

1.27 

May 

2.16 

0.27 

June 

2.24 

3.34 

July 

3.66 

4.19 

August 

1.49 

2.06 

September 

1.14 

4.24 

October 

1.58 

4.32 

November 

1.62 

3.79 

December 

2.63 

3.99 

31.47 

35.17 
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